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RECENT NEWS:

Eggs Demand for Cage-Free
The European Union is implementing an EU ban on battery cages for egg-laying hens beginning Jan 1,
2012.

Washingtonians for Humane Farms is working to place a measure on the Washington state Nov ballot to
prevent intensive confinement of egg-laying hens. Oregonians for Humane Farms has a similar goal
targeting the Nov 2012 Oregon ballot.

General Mills is committed to purchasing one million cage-free eggs in 2012.

Hyatt Hotels is switching 100% of the eggs it serves at its restaurants and room service (2.4 million
annually) to cage-free.

A UK study finds that chickens feel empathy, probably to care for their chicks. Researchers said that
under commercial conditions, chickens regularly encounter other birds showing signs of pain and distress
due to the high prevalence of bone fractures or leg disorders."

Veal and Dairy: Calf Welfare
After receiving 4700 comments from the public, the Ohio Livestock Board voted unanimously to require
that calves raised for veal live in pens where they have room to turn around.

Laval Universityos Btededdairyprodicers im@uebe§ Canaga findirgy that low
welfare dairy management practices continue to be used, including dehorning and removal of extra teats
at late ages without adequate pain control, restrictive milk feeding practices, and 88% housed alone.
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Supplier Investigations and Whistleblowers

Video footage at E6 Cattle Co Texas farm shows workers bashing in the skulls of sick and injured calves
with pickaxes and hammers, burning calves, dragging calves by their ears, leaving the calves in a pile to

die. According to Dr. Temple Grandin,fil t i s obvi ous that both the manageme
no regard for animal welfare.ofi | take full responsibility for what happg
Owner Kirt Espenson said. il a mfour mem i the \adscshave beann d  di sapp

fired. o

NY Ti worelavdto punish whistleblowers filming animal cruelty - passed in Kansas and Montana and

proposed in lowa and Minnesota, have been written against by The Chicago Tribune, The Des Moines

Register, CNN, The Star Tribune, with Timemagazi ne st fotthemargmalsibha CAE@is

nasty, bruti sh, and short. Thereds a reason the food i
even to the point of trying to make it a crime to phot

Sustainable Seafood Progress

Accordi ng t osA@it20d Catemmlwaydhe Oceans Report, the leaders in sustainable
seafood sourcing are: Safeway, Target, Wegmans, Whole Foods, Ahold, and Harris Teeter.

International Sourcin gz Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)

South Korea confirmed an additional case of foot and mouth disease (FMD) on April 17, 2011. Between
Nov and Feb Seoul culled nearly 3.5 million cows, pigs and other animals, gaining worldwide attention to
animals being buried alive and resulting in losses of $2.6 billion.

The Dutch Central Organization for the Meat Industry (COV) is urging food companies to require
additional disinfection so that catastrophic animal diseases are not introduced to the Netherlands, such as
foot and mouth disease (FMD) from Bulgaria or African swine fever (ASF) from Russia.

UK Scientists told the BBC that simple test kits can be developed to detect foot and mouth (FMD)
infection before clinical signs are evident and detect herds that are not infected so they would not need to
be culled. The 2001 UK FMD outbreak resulted in nearly 6.5 million livestock culled with estimated $1-2
billion dollars in losses to farming and $3-4 billion lost in tourism.

Impact of Pork Feed Additives

Clenbuterol is a growth-enhancing chemical that reduces a pig's body fat to a very thin layer and makes
butchered skin pinker, giving the appearance of fresher meat for a longer time. When people ingest it,
they suffer a quickened heartbeat and headaches and may be fatal. This feed additive is illegal in China
and according to Xinhua News Agency, chiefs of 3 Chinese animal husbandry bureaus have been
suspended and 27 officials are in police custody, have been fired, or suspended.

The U.S. pork industry feeds pigs ractopamine, a growth enhancer that the USDA allows although its own
research shows that it provides poor welfare for pigs. The European Union and China ban ractopamine,
concerned that it harms people when ingested.
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