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The Motley Fool’s “Seeking More Humane Profits” about corporations capitalizing on animal welfare 
through CSR programs noting, “In their search for truly ethical companies, socially responsible investors 
highly rank businesses that work to eradicate cruelty from their operations.”   

 

Contact us about developing your customized Responsible Sourcing Roadmap for meat, dairy, & eggs. 

 

 

RECENT NEWS: 

Eggs: Demand for Cage-Free 
The European Union is implementing an EU ban on battery cages for egg-laying hens beginning Jan 1, 

2012.  

Washingtonians for Humane Farms  is working to place a measure on the Washington state Nov ballot to 

prevent intensive confinement of egg-laying hens. Oregonians for Humane Farms has a similar goal 

targeting the Nov 2012 Oregon ballot. 

General Mills is committed to purchasing one million cage-free eggs in 2012. 

Hyatt Hotels is switching 100% of the eggs it serves at its restaurants and room service (2.4 million 

annually) to cage-free. 

A UK study finds that chickens feel empathy, probably to care for their chicks. Researchers said that 

under commercial conditions, chickens regularly encounter other birds showing signs of pain and distress 

due to the high prevalence of bone fractures or leg disorders.''  

Veal and Dairy: Calf Welfare  
After receiving 4700 comments from the public, the Ohio Livestock Board voted unanimously to require 

that calves raised for veal live in pens where they have room to turn around.  

Laval University’s Dept of Animal Sciences studied dairy producers in Quebec, Canada, finding that low 

welfare dairy management practices continue to be used, including dehorning and removal of extra teats 

at late ages without adequate pain control, restrictive milk feeding practices, and 88% housed alone. 

http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2011/02/08/seeking-more-humane-profits.aspx
mailto:info@sustsolutions.com
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/laying_hens/eu_ministers_defend_the_battery_cage_ban.aspx
http://yeson1130.com/
http://humaneor.com/
http://www.generalmills.com/en/Responsibility/Sourcing.aspx
http://www.sustainablefoodnews.com/story.php?news_id=12571
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/8370301/Chickens-are-capable-of-feeling-empathy-scientists-believe.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2011/04/05/veal-calves-to-be-raised-in-wider-pens.html?sid=101
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
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Supplier Investigations and Whistleblowers 
Video footage at E6 Cattle Co Texas farm shows workers bashing in the skulls of sick and injured calves 

with pickaxes and hammers, burning calves, dragging calves by their ears, leaving the calves in a pile to 

die. According to Dr. Temple Grandin, “It is obvious that both the management and the employees have 

no regard for animal welfare.” “I take full responsibility for what happened in the video,” E6 Cattle Co. 

Owner Kirt Espenson said. “I am embarrassed and disappointed. The four men in the video have been 

fired.” 

 

NY Times’ on laws to punish whistleblowers filming animal cruelty - passed in Kansas and Montana and 
proposed in Iowa and Minnesota, have been written against by The Chicago Tribune, The Des Moines 
Register, CNN, The Star Tribune, with Time magazine stating ”Life… for the animals in a CAFO is 
nasty, brutish, and short. There’s a reason the food industry works to keep these operations private – 
even to the point of trying to make it a crime to photograph a farm…” 

Sustainable Seafood Progress 
According to Greenpeace’s April 2011 Carting Away the Oceans Report, the leaders in sustainable 

seafood sourcing are: Safeway, Target, Wegmans, Whole Foods, Ahold, and Harris Teeter.  

International Sourcing – Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 
South Korea confirmed an additional case of foot and mouth disease (FMD) on April 17, 2011. Between 

Nov and Feb Seoul culled nearly 3.5 million cows, pigs and other animals, gaining worldwide attention to 

animals being buried alive and resulting in losses of $2.6 billion. 

 

The Dutch Central Organization for the Meat Industry (COV) is urging food companies to require 

additional disinfection so that catastrophic animal diseases are not introduced to the Netherlands, such as 

foot and mouth disease (FMD) from Bulgaria or African swine fever (ASF) from Russia. 

 

UK Scientists told the BBC that simple test kits can be developed to detect foot and mouth (FMD) 

infection before clinical signs are evident and detect herds that are not infected so they would not need to 

be culled. The 2001 UK FMD outbreak resulted in nearly 6.5 million livestock culled with estimated $1-2 

billion dollars in losses to farming and $3-4 billion lost in tourism. 

Impact of Pork Feed Additives 
Clenbuterol is a growth-enhancing chemical that reduces a pig's body fat to a very thin layer and makes 

butchered skin pinker, giving the appearance of fresher meat for a longer time. When people ingest it, 

they suffer a quickened heartbeat and headaches and may be fatal. This feed additive is illegal in China 

and according to Xinhua News Agency, chiefs of 3 Chinese animal husbandry bureaus have been 

suspended and 27 officials are in police custody, have been fired, or suspended. 

 

The U.S. pork industry feeds pigs ractopamine, a growth enhancer that the USDA allows although its own 

research shows that it provides poor welfare for pigs. The European Union and China ban ractopamine, 

concerned that it harms people when ingested.   
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http://www.mercyforanimals.org/calves/
http://www.meatingplace.com/MembersOnly/webNews/details.aspx?item=23086
http://bittman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/27/animals-cruelty-and-videotape/
http://www.greenbiz.com/sites/default/files/CATO_V_FINAL.pdf
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2011/01/south-korea-foot-mouth-disease-buries-pigs-alive.html
http://www.meatingplace.com/MembersOnly/webNews/details.aspx?item=22917
http://www.meatingplace.com/MembersOnly/webNews/details.aspx?item=23478
http://www.meatingplace.com/MembersOnly/webNews/details.aspx?item=23478
http://www.meatingplace.com/MembersOnly/webNews/details.aspx?item=22436
http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/publications/publications.htm?SEQ_NO_115=136591
http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/publications/publications.htm?SEQ_NO_115=136591

